Message

From: Wildeman, Anna [wildeman.anna@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/19/2019 8:35:31 PM

To: Ross, David P [ross.davidp@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, David [Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Leopold, Matt (OGC)
[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]

Subject: Fwd: Florida 404 State Assumption

FYI

Anna Wildeman

Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
Office of Water

Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsvivania Avenue, MW
Washington, DC 20480

202-564-5700

Wildeman. Anna@ena.sov

Begin forwarded message:

From: Ed Thomas <sthomas@ifiore>

Date: September 19, 2019 at 3:33:58 PM CDT

To: "Wildeman, Anna" <wildeman.anna@epa.goy>
Subject: Florida 404 State Assumption

Anna:

We met with Florida DEP Secretary, Noah Valenstein, this afternoon regarding their proposed approach
for overcoming the ESA review challenge for assuming the 404 permitting program. Their
recommendation appears to be a thoughtful and legally based approach. Our members are very
interested in supporting the Florida effort to assume permitting authority. It is our understanding that
they need the nod from Andrew Wheeler on the program before they spend additional resources
identifying endangered species, developing the steps to take to mitigate takings, and get the Biological
Assessment completed. | believe this is a priority for David, but wanted to reach out to see how we
could help support your efforts to expedite the approval of the proposed approach.

Regards, Ed

Ed Thomas

Director, Regulatory Affairs
425 3" street, SW (Suite 950)
Washington, DC 20024
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